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Special points of interest:

e Service Academy Application
Packets are available by contact-
ing Congressman Costa’s Fresno
Office or visiting our webpage
Http://www.house.gov/costa

e For questions concerning service
academies please contact:

Kelly Gill, Director of Constituent
Services at (559) 495-1620 or via
email at: kelly.gill@mail.house.gov

Service Acadenry
Newsletter

Congressman Jim Costa — 20th District

Service Academy Nominations

Members of Congress, whether in the U.S. House of Representatives
or in the U.S. Senate each year have the honor of nominating qualified
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individuals from their congressional district to attend a service acad-
emy. To be nominated and accepted into a service academy is a
great privilege. My Fresno District Office is currently sending applica-
tion packets out to interested individuals. If you need to request an

application, please contact my office.

Congressman Jim Costa

855 M Street, Suite 940

Fresno, CA 93721

(559) 495-1620 / FAX 495-1027

Important Upcoming dates:
September 11, 2006 — Fresno Academy Night
September 18, 2006 — Shafter Academy Night

November 6, 2006 — Deadline for submitting
applications to my office.

December 2006 — Reviews and interviews of
prospective nominees.

January 2007 — Nominations submitted to
Academies.

Service Academy Selection

Committee — 20th District

My selection committee is composed of
volunteer community leaders from
throughout the 20t Congressional

District. I have organized a committee
in each of the three counties that I rep-
resent: Fresno, Kings & Kern.

The committee members will be looking
for a well-rounded individual. They
take into consideration academic quali-
fications, test scores, community in-
volvement and leadership abilities
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What is the difference between a nomination and an appointment?

Early Preparation for Service Academies

Interested individuals should begin preparing for admission to service
academies early in their first years of high school. A successful candidate
will need a well-rounded background in order to compete for a nomination.

Early preparation is the key.
Three basic areas in which you should focus on to prepare:

Academic Performance, Physical Fitness Skills and Leadership Abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions:

A nomination is required in order to receive an appoint-
ment. All students can apply to their congressman,
senators, and the Vice President for a nomination. Alter-
native nomination sources are also available. Applying
for a nomination is a separate process from applying to
the service academies directly. All nominating sources
officially notify the Service Academies of their nominees
by the end of January. Students should apply to all the
nomination sources for which they are eligible. Appoint-
ments are invitations to attend academies. In a typical
year, approximately 4,000 candidates receive nomina-
tions. However, only 1,500 appointments will be given
out. In other words, obtaining a nomination in no way
guarantees that a candidate will receive an appoint-
ment. You will be notified of your appointment status by
the middle of April.

Do | have to know my congressman to obtain a nomination?
Absolutely not. Nominations are given on a competitive basis.

How do | know if I'm eligible to apply a Service Academy?

You must be:

Service Academy

--at least 17 years of age and must not have passed your 23rd birthday on July 1st of the

year of admission;

--unmarried, not pregnant and have no incurred obligations of parenthood;

--a United States citizen and
--of good moral character.
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United States Service Academy Contact Information

U.S. Military Academy
Director of Admissions

U.S. Military Academy

606 Thayer Road

West Point, NY 10996-9902

(845) 938-4041 or (800) 822-2769
Website: http://www.usma.edu

U.S. Naval Academy
Candidate Guidance Officer

U.S. Naval Academy

117 Decatur Road

Annapolis, MD 21402-5018

(410) 293-4361 or (800) 638-9156
Website: http://www.usna.edu

U.S. Coast Guard Academy
Director of Admissions

15 Mohegan Avenue

New London, CT 06320-4195
(800) 883-USCG

Website: http://www.uscga.edu

U.S Air Force Academy
USAF/RRS

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 200

USAF Academy, Colorado 80840-5025
(800) 443-9266

Website: http://www.usafa.af.mil

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
Director of Admissions

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
Kings Point, NY 11024-1699
(800) 732-6267

Website: http://www.usmma.edu
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